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Identification, Classification,
and Segregation of
Laboratory Waste

I.     INTRODUCTION

This chapter sets out guidelines that cover the identification, classifi-
cation, and segregation of wastes generated in laboratories. These guide-
lines are based on the requirements of the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (EPA RCRA)
regulations. In some areas state and local regulations may impose ad-
ditional requirements, and the waste-system manager should be sure
that the laboratory system conforms to these as well. The classification
and segregation procedures for the laboratory should be set forth in the
laboratory waste management plan and summarized in the waste man-
agement manual (see Chapter 1).

II.     IDENTIFICATION

The entire procedure of waste disposal starts with the laboratory worker,
who could be, for example, a research chemist, an analyst, an engineer,
a biologist, a geologist, or a laboratory teaching instructor. The labo-
ratory worker must first decide if a material is no longer needed and is
thus a candidate for disposal. Unneeded material does not become waste
until a decision is made to discard it (see Appendix A, 40 CFR 261.2).
All reasonable possibilities for use, recovery, recycling, or reuse of the
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